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Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting

March 27, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 19(3) of the Public
Telecommunications Act of 1992 (Public
Law 102-356), I transmit herewith the report
of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting
covering calendar year 2000.
George W. Bush

The White House,
March 27, 2001.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters

March 28, 2001

Federal Budget

The President. I want to thank the leader-
ship of the House and the Senate for coming
up. Today’s a big day. The House is going
to take up a budget, a budget that is a com-
monsense budget, one that meets priorities,
one that grows discretionary spending by 4
percent, a budget that protects Social Secu-
rity, a budget that funds Medicare. It’s also
a budget that recognizes that this Nation
needs a tax relief package to stimulate our
economy.

I want to thank you for coming, Mr. Chair-
man. I appreciate you, Chairman Thomas,
for working with Members of the House to
get the package moving quickly. Later on this
week you'll be taking up, as I understand,
the child credit and the marriage penalty
and, later on, the death tax. And I appreciate
your leadership.

I've been very encouraged to see that
Members on both sides of the aisle have been
talking about the need not only to have im-
mediate stimulus to the economy but cer-
tainty in our country, by having rates re-
duced. But reducing just one rate is not
enough. In order to encourage the growth
of our small businesses and enhance the en-
trepreneurial fervor of America we need to
cut all rates, so that there’s certainty in our
economy when people plan. And I'm con-
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fident we can get this done. It’s in the best
interests of our country that we do so.

I want to thank the Senators who are here.
We've got a big vote coming up next week
on the budget. The chairman is here of the
Budget Committee. He’s a man who under-
stands the importance of tax relief to stimu-
late growth. I appreciate you, Mr. Chairman,
for your hard work. And we look forward to
working with you.

Thank you all for coming.

Campaign Finance Reform

Q. Mr. President, on campaign finance
reform

The President. I'm talking about the
budget today. There will be ample time to
talk about bills in progress. Today I want
America to hear, we're going to get a good
budget out of the House, and we'll get a good
budget out of the Senate. And it’s in the best
interests of the working people that we do
SO

'Q. Will you say if there’s
The President. I'm talking about the
budget today.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:46 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Representative William M.
Thomas, chairman, House Committee on Ways
and Means, and Senator Pete, Domenici, chair-
man, Senate Budget Committee. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks in a Meeting With
Crewmembers of the Space
Shuttle Atlantis

March 28, 2001

Well, it's my honor to welcome to the Oval
Office some of our leading scientists and en-
trepreneurs, space entrepreneurs. Ken,
thank you very much for coming.

These five folks represented our Nation
well in space. They represent the best of the
country—very capable, strong, smart citizens
who understand that our Nation must always
be exploring space. And I'm glad you all are
here. Thanks for coming.

Thank you very much, sir, for being here,
as well.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:56 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mission Commander Kenneth D.
Cockrell, pilot Mark L. Polansky, and Specialists
Thomas D. Jones, Robert L. Curbeam, Jr., USN,
commander, and Marsha S. Ivins. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks in a Meeting With
Technology Industry Leaders
March 28, 2001

Thanks for coming. I appreciate that warm
welcome. And welcome to the people’s
house. It’s a nice place to live. [Laughter]
And I'm glad I'm living here.

I want to thank Lezlee for all her hard
work in putting together this group of leaders
from around the country. I want to thank
the members of the Cabinet who are here,
some of whom youll hear from in a little
bit. Elaine Chao and Spence Abraham and
Paul O'Neill and Don Evans really represent
the best of the country, and I really appre-
ciate the fact that they've left their—left the
private sector to serve the country. We've got
a really good Cabinet. One of the lessons I
learned in the private sector was it’s impor-
tant to set an agenda and to delegate to good,
honest people. And I have done so.

I was going to say, thanks for all the Mem-
bers of the Congress who are here, but I see
Members of the Senate who are here. Thank
you all for coming. Senator Hatch, Burns,
and Allen are some of the very best public
servants our country has got to offer, and I
want to thank you all for coming. I'm looking
forward to working with you on the budget.
[Laughter]

I first want you all to know that this admin-
istration has great confidence in the future
of our technology industry. We recognize,
like you do, that the stock market may be
sending a little different message right now,
that people have suffered losses and there
are some difficult times for some of the com-
panies in the high-tech world. But the ac-
complishments of the industry are rock-solid.
The future is incredibly bright.

You've changed the way we work and com-
municate, and you've changed the way we
learn. You've done for America—economic
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leadership in the 21st century—what heavy
industry did for America in the 20th century.
And all the difficulties you face today really
don’t cloud a future that is so optimistic and
bright.

The social benefits from the tech industry
are as sweeping as the economic potential—
telemedicine for the sick, distance learning
and assistive technology for individuals with
disabilities, for example. Your companies
symbolize the innovation and optimism of
this great Nation. Your success fills us all with
confidence in the continued growth of our
economy.

You make us all a little prouder to be
Americans. You've done so much for your
country, it’s time for your country to do
something for you. I oftentimes say that the
role of Government is not to create wealth;
it’'s to create an environment in which the
entrepreneurial spirit can continue to flour-
ish.

First things first: We've got to restore con-
sumer confidence. We can help in Wash-
ington by returning tax money to the people
who pay the bills this year. We can restore
investor confidence by building a better busi-
ness environment for years to come, starting
with having a realistic, sound energy policy,
a policy that says, of course we can conserve
better, but we need new supplies. We need
to aggressively seek new supplies. And not
only do we need new supplies of natural gas,
for example, we need new pipelines to move
natural gas. We need new powerplants. We
need an aggressive, forward-thinking energy
policy that balances the needs of our environ-
ment with the needs of the people of the
country.

We can also help by having a world of free
trade. You know that one of the concerns
is if the economy were to slow down like
ours, the protectionist sentiments around
America might start bubbling to the surface.
Ours is an administration dedicated to free
trade. I hope the Congress gives me trade
promotion authority as soon as possible, so
I can negotiate free trade agreements. We
should not try to build walls around our Na-
tion and encourage others to do so. We ought
to be tearing them down. Free trade is good
for America, and it will be good for your in-
dustry, as well.



